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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 

Tae Akhbdr-i-Alam, of the 27th Marck, in its columns 
of local news, states that’ the N auchnndee Fair terminated 
well at Meerut. The total number of shops of merchants 
and dealers of different descriptions, who attended the fair, 
was 1,043, out of whom 578 came from. other cities, | 


The loss of currency notes of the value of Rs. 1 q 000 fii 
the Meerut treasury is also noticed. 


The Rozndmchd, of the same date, in its local news co- 
lumns, mentions another instance of the fraud at Lucknow. 
On the 25th March, two women who | were on their way to 
F'yzabad, when near the Iron Bridge, were accosted by certain 
so-called astrologers, and robbed of all. they had. 


The writer calls upon the. authorities, and. especially the 
Police Superintendent of Lucknow, ta.take steps for putting 
a stop to such cases which are said to be very common there, 

The Benares Akhbdr, of the same date, invites the attention 
of Government, to the extortions practised on pilgrims by the 
priests ministering at the temple of Vindbyachul (Mirzapore). 
Ihese are as follows:— 


(a.)—Presents in money must be made by pilgrims, both at 
the time of entering and leaving the. temple; and, unless 
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these have been made, not only do they find it difficult to get 
admission into the shrine, but at the time of leaving they are 
shut up within the temple which is very narrow, and are not 
released until they have satisfied the demands of the priests ; 


(6.)—A fee is exacted for each animal sacrificed as the 
priests’ right (there being in‘all sixteen fraternities of priests) ; 


(c.\—A perquisite ranging from 1} anna to Rs. 100 has to 
be paid at the first shaving of a -, and half as much for 
ordinary shaving ; 


(d.)—A tax is levied by the priests on the sellers of flowers, 
betel-leaves and sweetmeats, over and above the one anna per 
rupee, said to be taken by them on the purchases by pilgrims ; 


(e.\—The Brahmans sent to worship for a client at the 


temple, are mane { to Pay half *. what sii get from their 
clients. 


The writer goes on to say that the police stationed at the 
temple render no help to pilgrims in saving them from the 
priests’ extortions, as they are bribed by the latter; and he 


concludes by calling upon Government to interfere in the 
matter. Eat 


The Naiyiri-Akhbér, of the same date, ‘in’ its column of 
local news, regrets to notice the recurrence of the catastrophe 
noticed in the foregoing number, viz., the breaking out of 
a fire in the city of. Bijnour. On the 24th March, notwith- 
standing the precautions, which the people were taught by 
the previous weeks accident. to adopt for avoiding its repeti- 
tion, a fire again broke out in the city, which burnt a hun- 
dred houses. The inhabitants of Kazee-Mohullah suffered 
most; three women in the house of Moulvie Fyaz-ood-deen, 
and several other persons having received serious injuries. 


On the same day, a fire broke out in Mouzah Gujrowla, 
four miles distant from Bijnour. Seventy houses were burnt ; 
and, besides, destruction of property, one child was killed. 
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The editor, in noticing the above calamity, points out the 
need of raising subscriptions from the wealthy persons of the 
city, for the relief of the sufferers a task which, in his opinion, 
should be taken up by the Municipal Committee. Govern- 
ment is also asked to render pecuniary aid. | 


A Benares correspondent, of the. Oudh Akhbdr, of the 28th 

_ of March, invites attention to the. abuses prevalent in the 

Civil Courts in that district. As instances of these the wri- 
ter mentions the following :— 


(a.)—A mahajun lately brought a suit for Rs, 483, based 
on entries in his ledger, against one Gya Pershad, heir of the 
late Gouree Shunker (Kayasth), in the Small ‘Gotten Court, 

on the plea that the sum sued for had been borrowed by his 
deceased ancestor on the 4th October, 1868. The defendant, 
in order to prove the falseness of the claim, produced a copy 


of a Rubakdr of the Magistrate of _Benares, dated 28th May, 
1868, stating that “‘Gouree Shunker, Roznamcha N nwees, 


having died, Ram Charan is appointed in his place. ;” and * 
urged that since, as proved by the Rubakdr, the aforesaid 
-Gouree Shunker died on the 28th May, it was impossible that 

he should have borrowed the money on the 4th October. 


- This plea being decisive, the Court simply dismissed the 
suit, instead of committing the case to the Criminal Court, as 
it ought to have done.. 


“He adds that the case was lately published { in a Benares 
_Akhbdér, and was also referred by the editor of that paper to 
the High Court authorities, who sent for the papers connected. 
with it on the 26th March last. : 


(6.)—In another suit, near by the same mahajun 
against Jey Govind and others in the Moonsiff’ s Court, an 
‘order ‘was: passed by the. Moonsiff dismissing the suit ; but 
two days after he had a decree in favour of the plaintiff drawn 
up at home and sent it to his office. The Court pleaders are 
witnesses of this, : | 
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This state. of things is — by the writer to the fol- 
lowing reasons: — 


| Firstly, —The fact of the Moonsift being a debtor of the 
mahajun. 


te 


Secondly, — Because of Butuk Dyal, ‘beolher of the Moon- 
_ siff, who is allowed to practise as a pleader in his Court, and 


: lives in the same house with him, having been engaged as the 
- plaintiff's pleader. | 


The writer takes this occasion to remark that in a Court 
where, of two brothers living in the same house, one is the 
presiding officer and the other a pleader, it is only reasonable 

‘to expect that unjust decisions of this kind should be frequent. 

As a rule, all suits which come up before the Court are deci- 

‘ded in consultation with Butuk Dyal, and Komeshwur Per- 

* shad, and, accordingl y, in all of them the party to the suit, 
who has these men. for his plead ers, always carries the day. 


} The abuse has repostelly been noticed by’ the Benares 
Akhbde. 


In conclusion, the writer asserts that the statements, above 
made, are all true and well known. 


The Akhbdr-t-Anjuman-i-Panjdb, of the same date, notices 

_an improper practice obtaining in the Courts of Law in the 
Punjab, viz., that of not allowing refund of the surplus stamp- 
fees paid by some people through their i ignorance of the law. 
The editor considers. the proceeding to be extremely unjust 
and -sees no reason why, when so mucli care is taken by the 
Courts to return petitions bearing insufficient. stamps to sult- 
ors, they should not be equally just to the latter by restoring 
the excess paid by them through their i ignorance. ‘The difi- 
culties and drawbacks incurred by litigants in the prosecution 


of suits in Courts are in themselves too much to justify the 
imposition of an additional fee. 


‘The attention of the Lieutenant- Governor, and the Chief 
Court of the Punjab is invited-to the matter, and they are 
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asked to issue a ruling to the effect that all. surplus stamp- 


fees that may be paid by any litigant should invariably be 
refunded to him, or else be allowed with the costs. 


‘The same paper, in referring to the large sum, collected in 
the North-Western Provinces, on account of the Mayo Memo- 
rial Fund, remarks that the money could not be laid out in a 
better way than in the establishment of a school of arts, as 
has been done in the Punjab. The native gentlemen of the 
North-West are called upon to exert themselves in securing 
that object. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the same date, in giving an ac- 
count of the murder of Major Macdonald near‘ the Michnie 
Fort, regrets to observe that though an expedition was formerly 
made against the people of the frontier which was the scene of 
the murder,.they have not given up their murderous practices. 
In the editor’s opinion, unless such savage tribes are deprived 
of arms, there is no possibility of the crimes — by 
them being put a stop tO. 7). 


The Lauh-i-Mahfiz, of the same date, repeats complaints 
of the prevalence of thefts at Ghazeeabad, and mentions cer- 
tain recent instances on the authority of a correspondent. — 


In its local news columns, the same paper takes excep- 
tion to the way in which the income from the jahgeer belong- 
ing to the Pagoda at Kusroul, (Moradabad), which amounts 
to a considerable sum, and is designed solely. for the support 
of fakeers and indigent persons, has been spent for some time 
past; and calls upon Government to make arrangements to 
ensure the expenditure of the money on the purpose for which 
‘iti is intended, and prevent embezzlement and misappropriation. 


The Rajpitdéna Social Science Congress Gazette, of the 
same date, learns from a correspondent that a heavy and un- 
timely rain, accompanied with: hailstones which recently fell 
at Ghazeepore, did serious injury both to the grain which 
had been reaped and was lying in the fields, and the crops which 
had. not yet been cut. 
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The Muhibb-i-Hind, for the 4th -week of March, ‘has a 
communicated artiéle on the’ examination: of candidates for 
mookhtarship and ‘pleadership from the different ‘districts in 
the North-Western Provinces, recently held at Allahabad. 
The writer takes particular notice of the very small proportion 
of candidates who passed, only 22 out of 800 having obtain- 
ed certificates for pleadership of the 1st and 2nd Grades, and. 
10 out of 100 as mookhtars. The editor is disposed to 
attribute this failure—(1) to the fact of the examination hay- 
ing been conducted strictly and fairly ; and (2) to the i Incompe- 
tence of the candid ates. ee 


‘ - Such being the case, he is of: opinion that, in order to save 
“Government, the useless trouble. it has to incur in examin- 
‘ing incompetent candidates, a rule might be laid down requir- 
‘ing that a preliminary test of the candidates of each district 
‘Should be held by a distxi¢t,.committee to be formed for the 
‘purpose ; and that only those of them who puss in the test 
een be allowed to compete at the general examination. 


‘The Koh-i-Nir, of the 29th March, has the following in its 
correspondence columns :— — 


Bherah ( Shahpore) —White rats of.a _— iar kind have 


appeared in large mursberh, which do serious mischief to the 
crops. | err ieee | 


_ Rawulpindee.—The horse fair terminated well, and the 
opportune arrival of the Lieutenant-Governor added much 
to its’ splendour. Rs. 40,800 worth of ‘horses were sold, and 
prizes amounting to Rs. 8,940 were distributed to the owners 
of the best horses and mules by His Honor in person, which 
‘the more enhanced the value of the prizes. 


aie -_ ‘ 
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The Panjabi Akbkbér, of. the: same date, takes exception to 
- the, circular issued by Government in November last, ruling 
: that if a ministerial officer drawing less than ‘Rs. 100 goes on 
privilege leave and a substitute is appointed ii his place, 2 
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retrenchment will be made from his salary to meet the expen- 
ses consequent. on such appointment, no additional expense 
being incurred by Government. Officials drawing Rs. 100, and 
upwards are an exception to this rule. 


The editor considers the order to be unj ‘ast, thinkin g it im- 
proper that lower paid employés who for that very reason, de- 
serve greater indulgence than other officials drawing hi gh 
_ galaries, should be debarred from the privileges allowed to 
the latter; and calls upon Government to modify the ruling 
in question, so that equal privileges may be en) joyed. by both. 


The Rohilkhund Akhbédr, of the same date, in a communicated 
article, revives the question of cow killing. The writer dwells 
on the evil consequences resulting from it in political, social, 
and religious points of view, stating, among other things, that 
it is the chief cause of the dearness’ of grain: in-these times, 
as much because of the consequent: scarcity of bullocks for 
ploughing and tilling purposes, on. account of the ‘people 
having to live principally on grain, milk being very dear and 
scarce. Apart from these considerations, the practice in ques- 
tion is the leading cause of disaffection between the Hindoos 
and Musalmans. These facts point strongly against the tolera- 
tion of a practice which is productive of many mischievous 
consequences ‘both to the people and the Government, and the 
writer, therefore, urges on Government the necessity of issuing 
a prohibition against it. , 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbdr, of the same date, | in its column 
of local news,: mentions another instance of daring robbery 
at Dehli. One Phool Singh, who was on his way to the city 
with his wife iu a garry, was robbed at Alipore. 


The Kdrndmah, of the 31st March, in a. manaliniel 
article, dwells on the exactions practised by mahajuns on the 
waseega holders and pensioners of Oudh. They win over the 
latter by advancing money to them at’ times of need, and 


when. the. debt has collected to a large sum prevail on them > 
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to draw up a bond containing a promise to pay it up by in-. 
stalments, and then by obtaining a mookhtarnamah in their 
favour and securing possession of their seals, draw the allow- 
ances in their name from the treasury, out of which they give 
nly a portion to the waseega holders, and reserve the rest 
to themselves. They do not enter the amounts thus drawn 
on the back of the bond, as is usual ; and in the event of the 
debtors being in need of procuring a fresh loan to meet any 
emergency, they compel them to borrow from them, by threaten- 
ing to bring in a suit for the sum already due. Should the 
debtors object, they at once lodge a suit in Court, and after 
obtaining a decree in their favour have them placed in custody. 
Meanwhile, they continue drawing their stipends from the 
Government Treasury, and cause their property to be distrain- 
ed, and ultimately sold by auction. Finding themselves in- 
volved in such difficulties, the waseega holders, as their last 
resource, agree to the terms dictated by the mahajuns, who 
add the interest to the principal, and have a fresh bond drawn 
up in their favour. This state of things lately attracted the 
notice of Mr. Bickers, the Treasury Officer, when a notice was 
issued by him calling upon the mahajuns to surrender: the. 
seals in their possession, and furnish their descriptive-rolls. | 
The latter hesitated to comply with the order; on which the 
officer passed another, authorizing pensioners and waseega hol-. 
ders to draw their allowances in person by means of their 
signatures, without attaching their seals to the pension rolls, . 
&c. The mahajuns, however, prevailed on the presiding offi- 
cer of the pension department to pass an order ruling, that in 
future, no pensioner or waseega holder should be allowed to 
draw his stipend without attaching his seal to the receipts; a 
ruling which has served to renew the grievance. The writer 
regrets that the engagements entered into’with the Hon’ble 
Kast India Company at the time of the grant of the waseegas, 
and which made Government responsible for the protection of 
the rights of the holders and their future descendants, should. 
be nullified by the oppressive behaviour of the mahajans,- and, 
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he urges on the Chief Commissioner the need of :issuing’ a. 
dustoor-ool-umul, . which and relieve a and weceaiinh 
holders, , : | 


An Allahabad correspondent of the Ndr-ul-Absdr, of the 
Ast April, repeats the old complaint as to the drains and re- 
servoirs for receiving the dirty water of houses in that city | 
remaining in a filthy state. The sweepers clean them very 
imperfectly, and take out only a portion of the water, allow- 
ing the rest to remain collected in them. ‘The writer antici- 
pates serious consequences in a sanitary point of view from 
the nuisance, and urges on the municipality to take prompt 
steps for doing away with it, by erecting pucka aqueducts for 
draining the water of the city, which should be washed twice 
a day. He adds, that before introducing gas into the city, the 
attention of the Muni cipal Committee ought to be directed to 


this matter. 
: : ae MM rh ‘ Me 


The same paper, referring to the notice published in a. 
late issue of the Pioneer, announcing the convention of a meet- 
ing at the Allahabad Collectorate, for the purpose of electing 
representatives for the Civil Station in place of the four gen- 
tlemen retiring ; states that no notice was apparently pub- 
lished in ‘any paper with regard to the election of the Muni- 
cipal Commissioners for the city, although such election is en- 
joined by the law. He considers such policy to be highly ob- 
jectionable, and at variance with the law, and is of opinion. 
that the notice in-q uestion oughtto: be published, just as in. 
case of the election of paenpoem representatives for the Civil 


Station. 


The same paper publishes an important criminal case lately 
decided at Allahabad, which it considers to be worthy of a 
no tice by Government. The particulars, as stated by a cor- 


respondent, are as follows : _— 


One Seetul, Lonva, (a aie of Sannbalds: resident of Mou- 
zah Toolseepore, inthe Allahabad District,: purchased. some 
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uplas from 2 Pasee to use‘in a kiln, but on‘the owner asking 
for the price abused him and used force. Bo ‘avenge himself 
for the wrong, and Pasee took advantage of an opportunity to . 
kill the Lonya, when he.was in a state of. intoxication, 
with the assistance of his brother. The heirs of the deceased, 
who cherished a deadly animosity towards Mool Chund, Mun- — 
nee Lall, Govind Pershad, and Hur. Pershad, which arose 
from co-partnership in a zemindaree, taking this opportunity 
for revenge, had all the four persons arrested on the charge 
of murder. The police, without instituting any inquiries, 
despatched the prisoners to the Criminal Court, whence they 
were committed to the Sessions, The J udge, although, both 
from the merits of the case, and the opinions of the assessors, 
such punishment was unjustifiable, sentenced the prisoners 
to transportation for life, under Section 302 of the Indian 
Penal Code. Onan appeal before the High Court, the Hon’- 
ble Judges declared that, in the event of the case being refer- 
red to the Government, North-Western Provinces, the Court 
would be prepared to recommend the mitigation of the sen- 
tence. But when the case was brought before the Govern- 
ment, it was-dismissed, without the opinion. of the High Court 
being called for. The prisoners have no heirs or guardians 
except females, including four daughters. who are unmarried, 
all of whom have been reduced to a state of extreme distress 
and destitution, on account of the whole! property and estate 
of the prisoners having been ruined for want of any male 
heir or guardian to take care of them. The writer holds up 
the case as one in. which extreme injustice has. been done. He 


appeals to Government to take it into its favourable. consi- 
deration. 


The J ubbulpore news of the ¢ same date, Savites the attention 


of the Hoshungabad municipality to the need of providing 
the public well, situated in the Kothee Bazaar of the Hoshung- 


abad Station, with the usual wooden framework, so a8 to 
preclude the danger of persons falling into it, “The desirability 


Fe ee 


of repairmg the third side of the triangle formed round the 


well, and of attending to the cleanliness of the plot of ground 
around the well, is also, pointed out. 


‘The Mujid-i-Am, of the same date, regrets to hear news of 
the breaking out of fires from all quarters. On the 16th of 
March, a fire took place in Iradutnuggur (Agra), which des- 
troyed a large number of houses situated near the tehseel. 
A girl of 8 or 10 years old also perished. 


Another case happened in Sadabad, a town in Muttra, 
in which 4 camel, a buffalo, three or four bullocks, and some 
other prop erty within Nawab Irshad Ali Khan’s gurhee were 


destroyed, thereby causing the N awab a total logs of Rs. 3,000 
or Rs. 4,000. 


The Sholai- Tir, of the 8th April, ‘mentions two other i ins- 
tances, said to have occurred in the district of Cawnpore, viz., 
one in Chowbeypore, where some forty or fifty thatched houses 


were burnt ; and the other in Ghatumpore, where, besides the 
destruction of houses 1, several men were also burnt. 


The Almorah Akhbér, of the Ist April, is glad to inne 
that the cart-road from Ramnuggur to Raneekhet has been 
completed, and that the line of rodd to Almorah will shortly 
be finished ; and remarks on the facilities which the road will 
afford to the inhabitants of Almorah in procuring supplies of 
grain, &c. But at-the same time the editor suggests that, if 
the line of road to Almorah had been from another direction, 
viz., from the spot where the Rameckhet cart-road divides 
from the Almorah Road ‘direct -to the Ghoraree bridge, and 
thence again to Almorah;, the éxpense would have been very 
much less, oi account of the greater part of the road, (viz., 
from Tukolée to Ghoraree) being already level, while the 
thiléage would have been titeh shorter. The suggestion is 
éommiendéd to the favourable consideration of the Government, 
North-Western Provinces, who are asked to have the pro- 
posed line’ of road inspected by an Engineer, and to peavits 
for its construction in thé next year’s Budget. 
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The Benares. Akhbdr, of the 3rd April, thinks it to be the 
duty of Government to keep the old places of Hindoo and 
Musalman worship, in the different parts of the country in 
proper repair at the expense of the State, chiefly on the ground 
that the madfees which were assigned for the maintenance of 
such places in the time of the Rajahs have been taken by 
Government and given to others. _ 


In connection with the frauds practised " postal employés 
in stealing’ the valuable contents’ of letters, a detail of which 
is given: in a recent circular of the Director-General of the 
Post-office, in India; the same paper draws attention to an- 
other objectionable practice. At all city post-offices where 
letters are registered and which are in charge of a single clerk, 
there are said to remain one or two Moonshees who write 
letters for wages. These men have a secret understanding with 
the clerk, the consequence of which is that after a letter has been 


registered, and the owner has departed after taking the receipt, 
the contents are extracted, and the letter i is then closed and 


sealed as before. The Director- General is asked to attend to 
this. 


The Akhbér-i-Alam, of the same date, draws the attention. 
of the Government, North-Western: Provinces, to the abuses 
connécted with the registration of deeds and documents con- 
ducted under the authority of Tehseeldars. The mohurrirs 
intrusted with the work of registration, collect an additional 
fee for themselves, which is almost equal to the Government 
fee ; and, in case of: any’ one refusing to meet the demand, 
they return the deed, pronouncing it: to. be doubtful, impro- 
perly written, or on other.fictitious pleas. In brief, unless the 
mohurrirs’ fee has-beer paid, no deeds can be registered, and 
the stamp-papers on which. they are written are wasted. This 
state of things compels the people to. submit to the extortions 
of the officials. The-writer goes on to.say. that the Tehseeldars 


wilfully over-look.the srevance, Mile, the epapief do. not dare 
to CONVEY complaints; thereof. + 
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d¢count of: their inability to prove it publicly, there being 
no witnesses at the time the mohurrirs take bribes ;-and that 
for these: reasons the practice is carried on’ with great free- 
dom.. In the’writer’s opinion, if secret investigations were 
made from the people in different places, or which would be 
the better plan, a trustworthy native were privately deputed 
by Government to different cities with directions to have some 
deeds registered there, the whole truth would be discovered ; 
and he calls upon Government to take measures for putting 
a stop to the grievance. 


The Lawrence Gazette, of the 4th April, learns from a cor- 
respondent that on the 26th March, daring robberies occurred 
in four places, viz.,. Mohumdabad, in the Furruckabad district, 
and Thanah Beroor, Kurraolee, and Ghurore in Mynpoorie. 
The robbers, who were a black uniform, and had red doputtas 
tied round their heads, plundered a large quantity of passen- 


gers’ property at dawn, and wounded many travellers. The 
police are busy in making.a search. 


The correspondent also notices the discontent caused 
among some of the police officials, in consequence of the claims 
of Moonshee Bujrung Pershad, Head Constable, who had 
been instrumental i in detecting a case of robbery which had 
lately taken place at Juswuntnuggur, having been over-looked, 
and Moonshee Chiranjee Lall, Inspector, whohad simply been 


posted for aid, having received a reward of Rs. 150.. This is 
considered to be unfair. 


The Rohi Ikhund Akhbér, of the 5th April, invites attention 
to a case, the particulars of which are these:—A sweeper at 
Moradabad, named Heeroo, had two sons, whom he was un- 
able to support through extreme poverty. A clergyman see- 
ing him in difficulty asked him to commit the sons to his care 
on the promise of supporting and educating them, and restor- 
ing them to their father, whenever he wished. The sweeper. 


agreed to these terms; but after some five months when he: 


, 
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went to ask for his sons, he was told that, unless he paid 
Rs. 30 on account of their maintenance expenses, the children 
could not be given him back. Being too poor to satisfy the 
demand, or to have recourse to the law for justice, 48-his last 
resource he has resorted to the press in the hope that his case 
will attract the attention of the authoritiés, and that Justice 


will be done him. 


The Koh-i-Ndr, of the same date, has the following in its 
correspondence columns. 


Agrore ( Panjdb. )—On the night of the 26th March, a theft 
occurred in the village bazaar, which is situated at the dis- 
tance of one mile from the Fort. The thieves, in all — 
lity, were people of Yaghistan. 


__- A Khuttree lad was kidnapped’ by the Yaghi stanees from 
Mouzah Shimdhur ; and it was not till a ransom of Rs. 200 
had been paid by his parents that he was set at liberty. 


Dehra Doon.—The large number of persons, consisting 
for the most part of lepers, who remain assembled at the tem- 
ple sacred to Guru Nanak, cause great annoyance to the peo- 
ple and keep up much confusion at all times. They interrupt 
persons walking in the streets, and compel them to give alms, 


and sit down before shops, which they do not leave without 
being paid something. 


The writer wonders that the Lisdkensiik-Covienoe of the 
North-West, who had frequent occasions of visiting Dehra 
Doon, should have taken no notice ofthe nuisance, and that 
the Municipal Committee of the city should daily see the state 


of things above described, without providing lorigings ' for the 
— Sakeers i in some retired part of the city. 


The public joy at the abolition of the Income-tax. 
All the Vernacular newspapers published in Upper India, 


welcome the abolition of the i income-tax, and praise Lord N orth- 
brook for having put an end +o it. : 


| 


The Oudh Akhbdr calls upon the native gentry of the 
different presidencies in India, to convey a public expression 
‘of gratitude to the Viceroy for the boon, ‘which he has been 
the first 10 confer on the natives of India, by meanp of — 
addresses. | 


The Mir-ul-Absdr, while joining with his contemporaries in 
expressing great joy at the abolition of the tax, takes this oc- 
casion to animadvert on the octroi-tax, which, he says, is felt 
more severely by the people than the income-tax, inasmuch 
as it affects even the poor labourers, who earn a few annas 
a day, on which the whole of their family depend. Their 


hardly gotten earnings do not even suffice to cover the ex- 


penses of their subsistence, and it may be imagined how ex- 
tremely painfulis it felt by them to have to pay something in 
the shape of octroi-tax out of them. This very circumstance 
is one cause which leads persons of the poorer classes to take 
to theft; and other unlawful practices. 


POLITICAL (FOREIGN). 


The Khair Khwéh-i-Alam, of the 25th March, invites at- 
tention to another serious case of oppression practised by the 
employés of the Gwalior Government on a subject of the British 
Government living in the Sudder Bazaar, Seepree. The par- 
ticulars, as stated by a correspondent, are these. A Kamasdar 
of Gwalior lately brought a suit for the recovery of Rs. 500, 
against a banker of the Sudder Bazaar in the. Cantonment 
Magistrate’s Court, which was dismissed on the 9th February 
last, on account.of being unsupported by evidence. To.avenge 
himself for this failure, the Kamasdar took advantage. of 
the banker’s going to Seepree to see the ¢azia show, to lay 
some false charge against him and keep him in eustody, tell- 
ing him that, unless he paid the whole of the amount sued for, 


and drew up an agreement to withdraw all other claims 


against him, he would be despatched to Marwar to stand. his 


trial, and be punished. When the Officer Commanding the 


Staff at the Sudder Bazaar sent a Duffadar of the-regiment 
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to the Kamasdar calling on him to give back the banker, his 
soldiers assailed him and raised a disturbance. The Officer 
has reported the matter to Government. : 


The correspondent wonders. that Government should re- 
main a silent spectator of the repeated wrongs and oppressions 
practised by the officials of the Gwalior Government on the 
subjects of the Seepree Cantonment, and calls upon it to take 
the necessary steps for removing the grievance. 


The Akhbér-i-Alam, of the 27th March, is glad be learn 
from the Oudh Akhbdr, that at the time of his recent inter- 
view with the Political Agent, the new Maharajah of Jodhpore, 
received 4 salute of 17 guns; a proof that the reduction made. 
in the number of guns of the salute of the late Maharajah, as 
a punishment for his failing to attend Lord Mayo’s: Durbar. 
at Ajmere on account of a dispute as to precedence’ in-rank, 
will not affect his heirs. The éditor considers this to be but 
just, thinking it to be unreasdhable that the’ penalty inflicted 
on a chief for his personal faults should be extended to his 
successors, but fails to see why the same consideration has not 


been shown in the case of Nawab Ibraheem Ali Khanof Tonk, 


who would seem to deserve the salute of eleven guns received 
by his predecessors, until the case of the murder of the Tha- 
koor of Lava, versus, Nawab Mahomed Ali Khan, the late chief 
of the State, which resulted in his dethronement, forfeited the 
rulers of Tonk of the full privilege, and the number of guns 
was reduced to nine. The fault was Nawab Mahomed Ali 
Khan’s, and he paid dearly for it by bein g deposed from the 
musnud; and it is, therefore, unjust that his future heirs 
should be made to suffer the penalty of his crime, ~~ 


The editor goes ‘on to say that there are iain oe irre= 
gularities connected with the general question of the salutes of 
Native Chiefs and Princes, which exist to the present day. In. 
illustration of these, he particularly mentions the case of the 
Maharajah of Vizianagram, who receives a salute of eleven. 
guns in the Madras presidency, and also at Calcutta, where. 


= 


probably the distinction is shown him, more out of consideration. 
to his rank and position as a member of the Viceregal Council, 
than as the ruler of a native state ; but at no otherplace. The 
editor fails to see why, if considerations as to place should be 
at all observed in case of the Maharajah of Vizianagram, a 
similar distinction should not be observed with — to the 
salutes of his brother chiefs and princes. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 28th March, in. its correspond. 
ence columns, notices the frightful prevalence of small-pox in 
Jeypore. Hundreds of children suffer from the disease, while 

a large number of them have already fallen victims to it. 


The Rijpiténa Soctal Science Congress Gazette, of the same. 


date, in its columns of local news, notices the breaking out of . 


terrible fires in several: places in the city (Jeypore), and the 
heavy less caused in consequence. The first fire burnt about 
sixty thatehed houses, destroyed one woman, and caused serious 
injary to two children, the loss of property being of course 
immense. Similar losses were caused by subsequent: fires: in 
other places. 


The Mdlwa Akhbdr, of the 31st March, states having re- 
ceived several communications complaining that petitions of 
appeals preferred to Sir Madhav Rao are’ generally fo rwarded 
by him tothe very officers against whose decisions the appeals 
are instituted for disposal. Such a policy is objected to as 
only subjecting suitors to greater loss, comand of doing ene 
any good. 


The. Oudh Akhbar, of the:1st April publishes a letter from 
@ correspondent, in which the writer draws the attention 
of the Maharajah of Cashmere and Jummoo to the following 
points, which he. considers. as being, inconsistent with a good. 
and liberal policy :—=. ee eae vn igck 
(ai\)—The order strictl y posh biting any of th e sabjevts 


from:leaving the state without an expresspe) rmission' in writing 
from the ruler.. Unless such prohibition could be justified 
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by any special political causes, the writer considers. it to ba 
inadvisable and unwarranted, and as interfering with the 
fresdom and liberty of the people. — Sak 


@ )—The bad state of the. road from J ummoo to Cash- 
mere, which 13 almost impassable. 


The same paper learns from. another corres pendent. that: 
a serious disturbange, has for some time past, been going on 
in the vicinity of Ali Rajpore (Central se — particu- 
lars are these :— — | 


One Ji ugutya Naik, wee was a prisoner in the Indour J ail, 
and managed to escape therefrom, has recently taken up his 
lodgings:in the fastnesses of Mouzah Dusneah, situated near 
the Nerbudda at a distance: of twelve kos from - Ali Rajpore,: 
whence ke carries on depredations' into the surrounding vil-. 
lages, with the aid of a body of 200 or 300: Bheel archers, 
who have collected under,his.lordship. All attempts.to: check: 
the incursions of the. robber:chief. have. hitherto proved abor= 
tive: Maharajah: Holkar, lately despatched..a detachment: 
of his troops to oppos3 him, but the Bheels put the enemy to. 


fight by mean; of _ arrows, , besides. killing and wounding 
several men in the assault. 


‘This reverse has produced such baie: among the troops of 
the several Chiefs, who have assembled ‘on all sides to beset’ 
the rebels that: they do not dare to commence. operations 
against the latter, while it has encouraged. the robbers. 


The Aktbdr-i-Alam, of the 3rd April, notices the appoint- 
ment of Rajah Sir Dinkur Rao, late. Prime Minister of Gwa- 
lior, as Honorary Guardian of the young Rana of Dholepore. 


The editor takes’ exception to the appointment, and re- 
marks that the public, as well as the English Government, 
have been greatly deceived in judging. of the merits. of two 
individuals, viz., Sir Dinkur. Rao, and Sir Salar Jung (Prime 
Minister. of olenials. neither of:.whom: possess even: a8 
much. administrative skill and tact:-as: a Vehsoeldar under 
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-the English Government. The reason is obvious, Thesé ger- 
élenen have neither received education at any good College 
or University, nor travelled in any foreign country, even the 
different countries in India. The fact is that they are by no 
means fit for conducting the administration of an estate. 


The Koh-i-Nur, of the 5th April, notices a curious deci- 
sion passed: by an officer in the Puttiallah territory.. A prosti- 
tute's lover, who had robbed her of ‘her ornaments while she 
was asleep at night, and was arrested, was acquitted by the 
officer before whom the case was brought up, on the-plea that 
the prostitute, being a habitual drunkard, deserved to be 
deprived of her property.as a punishment for her negligence. - 

The Kérndmah, ‘of the 7th April, recounts the virtues of 
the late Maharajah of Jodhpore.' He'was enterprising, brave; 
wise, polite, liberal, and obliging; anda loyal and faithful 
adherent of the English Government. His liberality was 
such that people of any reli gion and creed—natives : as well as 
foreigners—who had recourse to him’ for help never returned 
unsuccessful ; while he was so merciful and forgiving i in dis- 
position that during his reign murderers were never subjected 
to a greater punishment than imprisonment, and state crimi- 
nals were pardoned as soon as they apologized for their offen- 
ces. Under his auspices, jagheers of Rs. 63,00,000 were held 
by persons of the royal family. During the mutiny of 1857, 
he rendered marked services to Government, and as a reward: 


’ 


for them was invested with the title of the Star of India. . He. 


was the first to move the question of introducing railway and 
telegraph lines in his territory, and erected a pucka road at 
the enormous expense of Rs. 8,00,000. He also constructed 
many wells and tanks, and laid out several gardens in his ter- 
ritury at a vast expense. . Notwithstanding the unmerited dis= 
grace inflicted on him by: Lord: Mayo on the occasien of the. 
Ajmere Durbar, he offered: Rs. 1,25,000 in aid-of the Mayo. 
College at Ajmere. He was always zealous in promoting: 
friendship with his brother, Ohiefs and Pririces. _ On occasions 
of his visits to haly places of worship, such as Hurdwar, Muttra, 
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in charity. _ He assigned a special allowance to a committee 
in England, whieh. was regularly sent, and to this it was 
owing that all new inventions came to him first. He took so 
much interest in promoting trade that. once when the horse- 


dealers who had attended the Pokhar Fair c omplained to him 


of having suffered great loss on account of their horses being 
unsold, His Highness purchased them all for upwards of 
Rs. 1,00 ,000. 


It was owing to such we ani virtues that the Moharaj ah 
made himself so widely popular, that on his death not only 
the inhabitants of Marwar, but all the Marwarees in Bombay, 


Madras, Calcutta, Benares, Allahabad, Cawnpore, Lucknow, 


and other places, observed a general, mourning. 
:  COMMERGIAL. 


The Akkbér-i- Alam, of the 27th March, sain to the acci- 


dent which. befel a. spéeial: train at Mooltan, carrying wood, 


on the 13th idem, thereby causing damage both to the railway 
line, the engine and the carriages, attached to the train, 
and much inconvenience to the passengers at the station, who 
were detained until the arrival of another engine from Mool- 
tan enabled the special train to pass on. 


_.. The editor remarks. that within the last four months as 
many. serious accidents of this kind have happened on the Pu n- 


jab and Delhi Railway, which he attributes to the fact of en- 


gine-drivers, guards and otherrailway employés, found guilty of 
neglect of duty from time to time, being either wholly acquitted 
by Courts of Law, or else sentenced to very light punishments. 


The Lauh-i-Mahfis, of the 28th March, draws ‘attention to 
the‘confasion which prevailed at the Allahabad railway station, 
@xid the trouble and inconvenience ‘experienced by passengers, 
on.aceount of the:tickets beitig:issued only at-one place, and, 
in order t¢ avoid the same, points out the desirability of set- 


ting apart ‘two or three aon: byenes for the distribution of. 
the tickets) : 


—- 
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The Strachey Gazette, of the 1st April, learns from a corres- 
pondent that a serious case recently happened at the Delhi 
railway station. A mahajun carried some bundles containing 
cloth to the station for despatch to the Punjab, but it being 
too late, the goods clerk refused to ‘receive them. The maha- 
jan, thinking it inconvenient to remove the goods, allowed 
them to remain where they were,and appointed a chowkeedar 
to take care of them; but, notwithstanding all these precau- 
tions, one of the bundles was stolen. The police on being 

referred to threatened the o _— and went so far as to search 
his house. 
EDUCATIONAL. — 

The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 28th March, bestows 
commendation on the Kiltd-i-Sukhun, a treatise written by 
Moulvie Mahomed Hossein, head oriental teacher of the Govern- 
ment High School, Barabunkee, at the instance of the Director 
of Public Instruction, Oudh, dnd-designed as a note-book to 
the Oordoo entrance course of the Calcutta University. The 
author received a reward of Rs. 100 from the Director for 
his pains. The editor speaks of the book as a valuable literary 
performance, and one which supplies a want, and is well worthy 
of patronage by the educational authorities. 
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. The Lawrence Gazette, of the same date, hasa communi- 
cated article on the same book. The writer while bestowing 
commendation on the author and his performance, accords 
high praise to the Director of Public Instruction, Oudh, by 
whuse suggestion and encouragement the work was written, 
and thinks this to be a proof of that officer ang a patron of 
learning. 


The editor agrees with his correspondent in thinking the 
Director entitled to still greater praise than the author for 
being the promoter of the writing of the book, and takes this oc- 
casion to eulogize the North-W estern Government for taking the 
lead of all other presidencies 1 in encouraging oriental author- 
ship by means of the prize notification. At the same time, 
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however, he thinks it proper to state that since a reward of 
Rs, 1,000 has been conferred by the Government on the author 
of the Mirat-ul-Aris (The Bride’s Mirror), authors and com- 
pilers have been led to devote their attention entirely to works 


of fiction to the total neglect of literary performances, such as .. 


the one under notice, which are calculated to do much real 
good and which ought to be encouraged above haseaaenaae narra- 
tives and light literature. , 


‘The Akhbér-i- Anjuman-i-Panjdb, of the same date, has along 
communicated article on the annual examination of hulga- 
bundee teachers, a system introduced in the Umballa Circle 
at the suggestion of Mr. Mackintosh, late Assistant Inspector 


of Schools there, who in the course of his inspection .of schools 


put a question in Geography to a hulqabundee teacher, and 


secing him fail, and one of his pupils gave the right answer 
instead, sub mitted a report to the higher authority pointing 


out the need of holding an examination of hulqabundee 
teachers year by year. — 


The writer urges grave dies. panies ‘in oa, 
which may be summed up under the following heads :— 


(a.)—The care and anxiety to which the teachers will be 


_...... Subjected by having to prepare themselves for the examina- 


‘tion every year, will prevent them from paying as much atten- 
‘tion to the instruction of their pupils as is now devoted. 


(b.) —The proposed examination will not-serve as a criterion 
of theliterary ability of the teachers, seeing that in an examina- 


tion it often happens that, while able men fail, incompetent 
men succeed. 


(¢.)—The Normal School tests passed by the teachers be- 
fore being appointed as such, are in themselves a sufficient cri- 


terion of their fitness ; and it is therefore useless to throw the 
additional and unwelcome burden of an annual examination 


on them, unless the tests in question are supposed. to be: im- 


perfect, in which « cage Government would dq well to do away 


oe = 
with the Normal school system altogether, ‘and itlize the sav- 
ing thus effected for increasing the: salaries: of — 


teachers. 


(d. )—The difficulties and hardships experienced by the 
teachers in inducing ignorant villagers to send their sons to 
schools, in gollecting pupils, and above all, in teaching the 
raw and unprincipled books who fall to their lot to read and 
write combined with the fact of their having to’ undergo an 
ordeal at: Normal schools, are in themselves too much for them 
to justify: their being subjected to the- proposed annual test. — 


(¢. )—The examination will be the cause of throwing out of 


em ploy many of the old and deserving teachers, and nullifying 
their past services, which is extremely unjust. 


(fj—It will tend to degrade teachers in the eyes of. heiy 


pupils, and thereby eee a very mi ischievous effect on a the 
Educational Department. -°° +< - | | 


(9.)—It. is both unseneenable and | unj just that, if halga- 
bundee teachérs should have to undergo the examination, 
teachers, of the higher classes of schools should not be made 
to undergo a similar test. | 


In connection with the’ above, the writer thinks it proper 
to say a few words on the difficulties which have now been 
thrown in the way of ‘the pupil-teachers studying‘at the Normal 
Schools in the Punjab: The prominent among these are— 
(1) the condition of obtaining: half of the full marks:as. the 
qualification: for passing ; and: (2) the appointment - of native 
headmasters, who, as a rule, are said to be too strict and 
partial. Both these circumstances are said to have detracted 
much from the popularity of the schools, and the writer is as 
sure that as long : as they continue, the schools will never be 
ina flourishing state, and the attendance at them wilt fall off year 
after year. “In conclusion, the writer calls upon the Inspectot 


of the Umballa Circle to cancel the order relating to the exami- 


nation taken exception to, after fally weighing the obj ectionss 
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above noticed, and suggests that, instead of compelling stu- 
dents to pass examinations in the way proposed by him, he 
would do well to adopt the more preferable and wiser plan 
laid down by the Director of Public Instruction, North-West- 
ern Provinces, offering rewards to those of the teachers who 
might choose to pass a prescribed examination in any of the 
subjects they should choose to take up. | 


The Nur-ul-Absdr, of the lst April, makes a favourable 
notice of a new Revenue Code in Oordoo, compiled by 
Soonder Lal, Translator of the office of the Inspector-General 
of Police, North-Western Provinces, for the benefit of Teh- 
seeldars. ‘The book is spoken of as a comprehensive manual 
containing all the information | necessary for Tehseeldars,. as 
will appear from a reference to the contents of the preface, 
which the editor quotes in extenso. 


The Allygurh Institute Gazette, of the 4th April,, publishes 
’ a oritique on.the memorandum of the Director of Public Ins- 
truction, North-Western Provinces, according to which all 
native teachers of the Government Schools and Colleges in 
those provinces, other than those who have passed the Calcutta 
University tests, who drew less than Rs, 100 per mensem, 
will. have to. pass an examination. in November next in two 
standards—one corresponding with the requirements of the 
L. A., for teachers drawing Rs. 50 and upwards, and the 
ether with those of the entrance examination, for teachers 
receiving less than Rs. 50 per mensem. Those who fail to 
pass with credit. will be dismissed from service in. the Educa- 
tional Department, and their places filled up by the best quali- 
fied men holding University certificates. The writer begins 
by remarking that the order under notice has. cauyed a panic, 
amongst all employés in the Educational Department, seeing 
that, however, able-and learned.a man may be, the very name 
of examination, especially when failure in it is to be punished 
with so strict a punishment as. forfeiture of. appointment. is a 
bugbear to all. He then goes on to shew that the order is 


¢ 949) 


unjust and sacalled fin, ‘and ‘adduces the followin g reasons. in 
support-of hig statement:— ©. .s . Pee ae 

Firstly, —For some years past all appointments of the value 
of Rs. 50 and upwards have been scrupulously reserved for 
the under-graduates and graduates’ of the Calcutta University 
exceptin very few cases, where, in the opinion of the Director 
or the Inspector, there could be no question as to an applicant’s 
merits, although he did not possess a University certificate ; 
while all posts of lower emoluments have, as a rule, been filled 
up, either by pérsons who have passed the University test, or, 
where: these; were not. procurable, by other -men selected, by~ 
Inspectors, with.due. regard to; their literary. abilities. Such 
being thei case, it is; unreasonable. that a question should now 
be raised ascta the abilities or fitness of those, in- whose selec 
tion due discretion has been exersised by the Director. and the 
Inspectors, unless it, were: nippened that such selections were. 
ill: directed: ~ peek OSE cas pt part ek Paes : 


eal “Tei ig. uijust +o disiniss persons aa long ser" 
vices in the Depéstihent erat ther, to. peealidr olsims and. 
consideration: . fick 


“Phindly,— he cause 6 of education will be injured by iahpfu 
ing men whose long services in the Departme ent have made 
them fully expérienced in the work of teaching, and appoint- 
ing novices in their place. ‘ The art of teaching no more comes 
by instinct, than. the art, of | healing ; ‘and it is a grievous mis- 
take for any one to suppose, because he himself has had a fair 
education, that therefore he is qualified to teach others.” 


Fourthly,—The mere fact of a person, having passed the 
University examination, cannot be a passport of his sound 
knowledge and ability, and the more so, seeing that hitherto 
success in the University examinations has depended, for the 
most part, on a superficial knowledge of many subjects, which 
are forgotten as soon as the examination is over. 


In conclusion, the writer remarks, that private study is 
the only key to self-improvement and that threats such as 


i Se 
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those put forward by the Director cannot induce the teachers to 
imbibe a taste for it, which can only he fostered by holding out 
inducements, offering rewards, and providing facilities for cul- 
tivating literature. Nothing has as yet been done by Govern- 
ment to justify the Director insaying that the teachers “have 
hitherto failed to avail themselves of the means of self-improve- 
ment.” No libraries, consisting of works of standard authors, 
exist even in zillah schools, which are, as it were, the centres 
of education, such as would enable teachers and others to 
derive benefit from them in their leisure hours. 


So far from such helps or encouragements being offered, 
while in case of European employés of the Educational Depart- 
ment, Government has offered rich rewards of Rs. 1,000 and 
Rs. 2,000 for passing vernacular tests, natives are threatened 
with dismissal: if they do not improve, or fail to pass a test 
with success in an unnamed subject. Justice would suggest 
that similar rewards and inducements should be held out to 
native educational employés for improving their . knowledge 


of English. It is highly -objectionable that Europeans and 


Natives should be dealt with so differently, that, while persua- 
sion and reward are used for inducing the one to acquire pro- 
ficiency in a subject, compulsion and the punishment by dis- 


missal should be employed for a similar purpose i in the case of 
the other. 


. The attention of the Director is invited to the above. 
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